DELLA

Della cut across northern Luzon on the 27th as an
intensifying tropical depression. Early signs of her
existence can be traced to the central Philippine Sea near
14N 130E on the 25th as evidenced by satellite and ship
data (Figure 5-47). Emerging into the South China Sea,
Della was steered on a westerly track by an extension of
the subtropical ridge into South China. Della developed to
minimal typhoon force late on the 28th bringing the month's
total to five. After her transit of Hainan Island on the
29th (Figure 5-48), Della crossed the Gulf of Tonkin on the
following day arriving ashore on the Vietnamese coast late
in the day near Vinh. The remains of the storm dissipated
shortly thereafter over northern Laos.
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FIGURE 5-47. DELLA AS A DEVELOPING TROPICAL DEPRESSION EAST OF
LUZON ON 26 SEPTEMBER.

FIGURE 5-48, TYPHOON DELLA AS PHOTOGRAPHED BY ESSA-9 PRIOR TO
LANDFALL ON HAINAN ISLAND ON 29 SEPTEMBER.
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